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Seven Year Old Firesetter in Juneau Brings Youth Firesetting Problem to Light 
 
(Anchorage, Alaska) Although the recent Youth Firesetting issue in Juneau received huge media 
attention both locally and nationally, the problem of young children playing with fire is not unique to 
this one area.  Youth Firesetting issues come up in communities statewide and in many cases are 
not reported until there is property loss, someone is injured, or in the worst circumstance loss of life. 
 
The Alaska Division of Fire and Life Safety have been working to train local authorities in 
communities statewide to deal with this troubling behavior.  Firefighters, law enforcement officers, 
mental health counselors and juvenile justice personnel have been trained on how to intervene and 
help these children and their families.   Early intervention can curb this devastating behavior and 
protect the child, their family and the entire community. 
 
This Youth Firesetter Intervention training uses a uniform interview process to determine whether 
the child is playing with fire out of curiosity or using fire as a way to communicate a need for help 
because of other issues in the child’s life.  Through this interview process authorities can determine 
the proper intervention strategy for the child: simple education, mental health counseling, or 
incarceration in a juvenile facility.  In most cases fire prevention education is prescribed and 
performed by the local fire department. 
 
The key to a successful outcome is for Alaskans to report any Youth Firesetting issues as early as 
possible to their local fire department or law enforcement agency.  If a child’s fire play continues 
unchecked, they will usually start bigger fires as they get older and it will be harder to curb this 
behavior with simple fire prevention education. 
 
If your local authorities have not received this training or need help with a Youth Firesetter 
Intervention please call the Public Education Coordinator for the Alaska Division of Fire and Life 
Safety, Mahlon Greene at (907) 746-5062 for assistance.  
 
For more information contact:  Mahlon Greene at (907) 746-5062, email  mahlon.greene@alaska.gov  
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